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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


FROM: 


' Henry A. Kis singer 


SUBJECT: Jean Sainteny 
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Attached is a letter (with translation) I have just received from 
Jean Sainteny. 

"Maurice" is Mai van Bo; "Louis" is Le Due Tho; and "Paul" is 
Phan van Dong. . ■ ' ■ 

m 
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My reading of the situation is that, in view of Hanoi's present state 
of mind, new overtures will probably not make much difference. 
However, I believe we should make another overture both for the 
record and because of the lack of real movement in the Paris 
negotiations. 

I therefore think that we should bring Sainteny over here. This 
represents some hope of unfreezing the situation, and the record 
would then show that at least we tried. 


-r> • . ■ 


v 

Srtv - V - 
* . 


. ' ' > , 


t f * 

•5 * 


Approve 



Disapprove 


Attachment 
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TRANSLATION 
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Dear Friend: 

After careful reflection and some hesitation, I decided that 
the least bad solution consisted of saying to Maurice that I had a 
message of the greatest importance to communicate to his President. 
The only indication that I permitted myself to give him was that the 
message did not come from the French Government, which was 
totally ignorant of it. 


Maurice assured me that the letter he would address to his 
President on the subject would only be opened by the President himself, 
and he gave me to understand that the response would reach me within 
10 to 15 days. • It seemed to me, at that moment, that he understood 
the importance of this mission and that he would do everything to 
facilitate it. But, on Thursday the 12th (8 days after our interview) 
he telephoned me to ask if he could see me. Saturday, the 14th, he 
indicated to me that his President had responded that he was very 
busy at this time and that, without undertaking such a long voyage, 

I would be well able to express what I had to say to him through Louis 
or through (Maurice) himself, since they both were in Paris. 
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On reflection, my impression is that Maurice has not fully 
understood the importance of the communication that I had to give 
to his President, and that he is far from suspecting from whence it 
comes. He therefore must have performed his part in insufficiently 
convincing terms. 
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You and I were agreed on the greatest discretion; I have-not, 
therefore, wished to give him more information. 
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If you still believe, however, that more should not be said to 

him, several possibilities nevertheless offer themselves to us: 
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(I) that I ask Maurice to transmit to his President a 
letter which I would write to him personally. 





(2) that I actually have a conversation with Louis, in 
which I would be a little more explicit than I have 
been with Maurice, without, however, being as 
explicit as I would have been with the President 
himself. Louis is an important person in the political 
bureau, but I do not know what degree of confidence I 
am able to accord him, not knowing him well personally. 
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(3) that you come here yourself to have a meeting with 
Louis which I would be able to organize without the 
knowledge of our diplomats. 



♦ 


(4) Lastly, that I try to convince Paul to meet me in 
a "friendly" capital (Moscow, Warsaw ...). 
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Finally, I assure you that this attempt to replace the interlocutor 
with my requesting to meet a powerful political person of the party 
would lead me to assure myself whether the message had really been 
sent and whether he was not seeking rather to intercept its contents. 

I would be curious to know what you think of this and remain, i. • 
of course, at your disposition, if you judge it useful to return to see : 

you. 

f 

Very amicably yours. 







from Gcrald R. Ford Library 
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Arr=£ iL 5 n des reflexions et des hesitations, j'avais pense 
que la mauvaise des solutions consistait h. dire h Mauri- 

‘ ce qua ; rrais un message de la plus grande importance b. comau- 
niquer a icn president. La seule indication que je m^tais per- 
ils de donner etait que ce message ne provenait pas du gou- 

verneaen* Iranqais, qui en ignorait tout. 

• Mauri » a'a . affirm 4 ] -'qua la let t re" qu'il adresserait h. son 
presides a cesujet ne serai t ouverte que par celui-ci , et il 
m*a lais;e entendre que la r^ponse me parviendrait dans un de- 
lai de dir & quinze jours. II n»a sembl4, sur le moment, qu'il 
comf>renait 1 ' importance de cette mission et qu*il ferait tout 

m ,* * 

pour la faciliter. 

■Or, des le jeudi 12- ( huit 3 our a apres notre ent revue) 11 « 
telephonait pour ne demander de le recevoir. Le earned! 14, il 
m'indiquait que sou president avait rdpondu qu'il dtait trks 
oooupd eu ce moment et que, sane entreprendre un anasilong 
voyage, je pouvais aussi bien exposer oe que 3 'avals k Out , dire 
k Louis ou k lui-m6me,i, puisqu’ils se trouvaient k Parts./^* - 
A la reflexion, mom impression est que Haurioe n'a pas M*- 
oris touts 1 • importance de la communication que j'avais k fairs 
L son president et qu'il est bien loin de soupqonner de qui eUt 

emane. II a done du en fairs part en termes insuffisamment con 

* . 
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vaincants* , 

Nous etions con venus, vous et moi , de la plus grande diser -I 
tion ; je n'ai done pas voulu l'eclairer davantage. 

Si vous estimez toujours qu'il ne faut pas lui en dire plus,, 
plusieurs possibility s'offrent ndanmoins encore k nous s , 

1 . que je demands k Haurioe de transmettre k son president une 

lettre rue je lui ecrirai personnellement 

• # * ‘ ' . • 

= 3*aie effectivement un entretien avec Louis, dans lequo 
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je serais u( )eu plus explicite que je ( l‘aie ->te avsc Avarice 
sans pourtant l'etre autant que je l'aurals /*te avec '—n la 
president lui-mefile. Louis est un personnage important du Bureau 
politique, mais je ne sais quel degr-5 de confiance je peux luif. 

accorder, ne le connaissant Das personneliement. -5?. 

kjL 

3 • que vous veniez vous-m§me ici avoir un entretien avec Louifij 
que je pourrais organiser a l'insu de nos diolomates. 

4 . enfin que je tents- de convaincre Paul de me rencontre 

une capitale c.oraauniste ( Moscou, Varsovie . ..) •- :l« 
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Pour fini^je vous avoue que cette tentative de substitueriap 
a 1 'interlocuteur que je demandais a rencontrer un puissant pwS: 


sonnage politique dfc parti, me conduit a me demander si le meis*" 

•. ' -- 
sage a r-lellement ete envoye et si l'on ne cherche pas plut&fr&? 


a r 

aQflftintercepter.le contenu ... 

Je serais curieux de savoir ce que vous pensez de tout cela 
et reste , bien entenau, a’votre disposition , si vous le ju- 

gez utile Ia/JUj*. AeJ~ y/foY' 
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from Gerald R. Ford Library 


